Blood pressure measurement by community dentists.
The benefit and implications of blood pressure (BP) measurement in dental patients are a standard curricular component of most physical evaluation courses in dental schools. However, previous research has indicated that preventive procedures such as oral cancer examinations frequently are not completed or documented. A survey of practicing dentists was conducted in a Midwest metropolitan area to determine the frequency of BP measurement and conditions under which this vital sign is likely to be measured. Two hundred four responses were obtained from a telephone survey which included questions characterizing BP measurement on the basis of patient age and medical diagnosis. The results of the survey indicated that 57.4% of respondents do not check the BP of new patients over the age of 65, while 74% do not check the BP of new patients under 30 years of age. Fourteen percent admitted never measuring BP. The results varied by graduation years and by dentist's completion of AEGD or GPR programs. The results suggest great variation in the recording of BP and the criteria which are applied to those decisions. Further study should investigate factors contributing to low compliance with screening procedures such as the clinical measurement of BP and other health-promotion measures.